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preparations for war were less successful than those
of the Japanese does not alter the spirit or the
intention in which they were conceived. No one in
China questioned the invincibility of his ironclads and
armies, and all that can be charitably said on his
behalf is that he himself probably never realised how
entirely the contagion of greed and ignorance, starting
from his own Yamen, had unfitted them for anything
but the spectacular displays over which he was so fond
of presiding."

Sir Valentine ChiroFs opinion undoubtedly repre-
sented that of the British Legation throughout this
period; nevertheless, in the light of Li's previous
and subsequent policy, there is good ground for
asserting that all his military and naval preparations
were intended to be defensive, not offensive, and that
he himself was well aware of their inherent weakness
and its ineradicable causes. As Mr. Michie put the
case in a very able retrospect of his career,

" Li Hung-chang knew that China was hopelessly
handicapped by inferior weapons, defective intelli-
gence and chaotic counsels ; that such show of naval
and military force as she possessed was an exotic
flower without a root, which would be blown away
at the first gust. Moreover, he knew that if war
with Japan ensued, its whole burden would fall upon
himself. Most strenuously, therefore, did he oppose
every measure out of which any pretext for hostilities
could be extracted."

Even the small expedition of troops sent by China,
at the urgent request of the Korean King, was de-
spatched in direct opposition to Li's advice. His
earnings were overruled by the Court, and Li, bowing
to the inevitable, made the best of the forces at his
iisposal. It is to be observed that at this momentous